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 10 years reporter & editor, Caribbean Business
 14 years in marketing & communications
 4 years VP Sustainability at Doral & Westernbank
 Development Studies at DePaul, Tulane & UCLA





Energy
Cities
Land use & resources

15 years left



2C
Tipping 
Points

GT budget 

500 vs. 
3,000

Carbon cliff: 

5%-10% 
per year for 

30 years

Compound 
population

and
consumption 

growth

15 years? Really?

Likely to overwhelm top-down, long-term 
solutions of the new climate economy. 

Needed: bottom-up people-centered solutions 



I want 
the 
TRUTH



You 
can’t 
handle 
the 
truth



Don’t tell 
to avoid 
despair

No 
behavior 
change

Crisis gets 
worse



But wait!!!!

65% of Americans believe global 
warming is real and are concerned

80% want companies and the 
government to do far more

30% are taking concrete action 
and changing behavior



Google search:
Yale Six Americas



Six Americas
Nearly 40% are alarmed or concerned



Fear for oneself and for family

38% 43%



With numbers 
that high,

why don’t we take 
more decisive action?



Inertia
culture

confirmation bias

ignorance



Can we win 
like David?

Can we overcome these 
goliaths in 10-15 years? 
Everywhere in the world.     
At this speed? At this scale?



An audience analysis of predictors for 
belief and policy preferences

Don’t know.
But one study gives us encouragement.



Going 
green is 

easy

It’s 

good 
for you

Want to 

be “in”, 
not left 
behind

Influence 
in inner 

circles of 

trust

Solidarity is the new Prosperity

Simplicity is the new Wealth

Message of HOPE



julietschor.org/the-book

Plenitude

The

Economy



Google search:
Futerra Sell the Sizzle



connectedthebook.com

Activating 
inner circles 

of trust

The behavior science 
of personal networks –
physical and digital



For rapid behavior and social change, 
nurture highly networked greens

Acceleration strategy
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Trust in scientific CONCERN

73% 
of people 

who know, 
trust their 

opinion, but 

only 10% 
know!!



And now, the BIG story
We are on the 

verge of a 
historic social 
tipping point, 

the ONLY force 
that can beat 

the system and 
reverse 

emissions.



When a deeply 
committed 

minority of more 
than 10% of the 

population 
mobilizes for a 

cause, the result 
is an inflection 

point that moves 
the rest of the 
population… 

rapidly.



Google search:
Social consensus 
committed minorities



The hope today
 30% of the people 

(U.S.) are already 
taking action

 40% are alarmed or 
deeply concerned

 We can quickly 
spread the right 
climate message

 We can activate 
inner circles of trust

 We can spread 
awareness of the 
scientific consensus

We’re beyond the 10% 
committed minority!



 We can make solidarity the new definition of prosperity

 We can make simplicity the new standard of wealth

WE are our own best hope.



The People’s March was a great 
sign, but street protests are 
only one part of the change.



Action Plan
 Launch a massive digital campaign to influence inner 

circles of trust in every corner of the planet
 Empower neighborhood transformation teams to knock 

on every door in their cities and communities
 Get companies to mainstream green products with smart 

marketing and communications
 Educate journalists to report on this like the crisis it is!!
 Enact behavior-changing legislation
 Launch public-service media campaigns In alliance



.org



cred.columbia.edu/guide
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